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standing   the    violent    indignation    of   Fisher   of
Rochester ; but what was now demanded of them
as   a condition   of   their   pardon   for   recognising
the Bull was practically to repudiate the authority
of the Pope over them, and to recognise the King
of  England   as supreme head of the  Church,  in
addition   to   paying   the    tremendous   fine   of   a
hundred  thousand   pounds.    They   were   in   utter
consternation, and they struggled hard ; but the al-
ternative to submission was ruin, and the majority
gave way.    The  die was  cast :   Henry was Pope
and King in one, and could settle his own cause
in  his  own way.     When the   English clergy had
thus   been   brought   to   heel,   Henry's   opponents
saw   that   they had driven  him too far,   and were
aghast  at  his  unexpected  exhibition of strength,
a strength,   be it noted,' not  his  own,  as will be
explained later ;   and somewhat   moderated   their
tone.      But  the   King  of   England   snapped   his
fingers   now  at  threats of excommunication,  and
cared   nothing,   he   said,   for  any   decision   from
Rome.     The Emperor dared  not go to war with
England   about   Katharine,   for  the   French  were
busily   drawing  towards   the   Pope,   whose   niece,
Katharine de Medici, was to be betrothed to the
son of Francis ; and the imperial agents in Rome
ceased to insist so pertinaciously upon a decision
of the matrimonial suit.
Katharine alone clamoured unceasingly that
her "hell upon earth" should be ended by a
decision in her favour from the Sovereign Pontiff*
Her friends in England were many, for the old
party of nobles were rallying again to her side, even
Norfolk was secretly in her favour, or at least
M